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2. What is natural grazing
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Natural Grazing is a natural process and ecosystem service, 
from which society profits

Natural grazing is cost efficient

Natural grazing is animal friendly

FREE Nature, 2024
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2. What is natural grazing

Foundation for Restoring European Ecosystems

What is Biodiversity?
Å Diversity within species
Å Diversity between species
Å Diversity between ecosystems

Convention on biological diversity, 1993
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2. What is natural grazing
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Ecosystem:
Dynamic complex of communities of plants, animals, micro-
organisms and their abiotic environment, in interaction with each 
other as a functional unit

Convention on biological diversity, 1993

Natural Grazing is an integral part of ecosystem functioning
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2. What is natural grazing
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How does it work?
1. Natural densities: carrying capacity
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2. What is natural grazing
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How does it work?
1. Natural densities
2. Natural habitat selection: sum of species
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2. What is natural grazing
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How does it work?
1. Natural densities
2. Natural habitat selection
3. Social herds: natural herd structure
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2. What is natural grazing
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How does it work?
1. Natural densities
2. Natural habitat selection
3. Social herds
4. Self-reliance



15Foundation for Restoring European Ecosystems



16Foundation for Restoring European Ecosystems



Foundation for Restoring European Ecosystems 17



18

3. Natural grazing and law
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3. Natural grazing and law
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ÅKept animals, owner is liable and 
responsible

ÅAHL (EU) provides framework
ÅMember states implement AHL into 

national law and policy
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Registration (cattle)
Å 7 days AHL
Å 3 days Dutch law
Å 20 days within Romanian Legislation (?)

Å Animals registered to a facility/ owner

Å Veterinarian care within registration system

Å Cattle = Wisent = Water buffalo Č Bovines
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Registration conflicts (cattle)
Å Legislation on safety procedures employers

Å Tame animalsvs rewilding
Å Tame animalsvs public access 
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Exceptions
Å Registration within nine months
Å 6 ς9 months with DNA proof (maternal lineage)

Å Dutch Oostvaardersplassen/ VeluweZoom

Å ²ƛǎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Providing care
Å Supervision
Å Weekly Netherlands
Å Daily Germany/ Denmark

Å Herd or individual animal?
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3. Natural grazing and law

Foundation for Restoring European Ecosystems

Animal welfare
Å Irritations, is it allowed for animals to 

experience temporal discomfort
Å Body condition core
Å Diseases and injuries
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Animal health programs 
Å Derogations
Å 0.1 % of animals
Å 0.2 % of facilities

Å Netherlands
Å 3.8M cattle Č 3,800 derogation space
Å 6,000 ς12,000 cattle within nature reserves

Å Different countries have running programs for different diseases
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Animal health programs: IBR 
Å National vs European programme

Å Exceptions for natural grazing within Dutch programme
Å Wisent excluded
Å Annual vaccination of 85% of herd vs bi-annual vaccination of all animals, or..
Å Annual testing of 55% of herd

Å Water buffalo:
Å False positive tests; BoHV-1 vs BuHV-1
Å Forked vain beneath tail
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3. Natural grazing and law
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Death animals
Å Destruction law
Å AHL provides exceptions for feeding of 

scavengers Č National implementation

Å Dutch exceptions
Å Carcasses beyond power of control
Å In conflict with other legislation/ law
Å ²ƛǎŜƴǘ ґ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ґ ƴƻ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ


