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Benefits for nature

Image result for dorset flooding

Resilience: e.g., 
Droughts and flooding

Benefits for climate

Benefits for people

Beaver benefits for society – Natural processes in wetland habitats

Water quality / 
nutrient mitigation

• Cultural vs biological carrying capacity
• The agenda isn’t about guaranteeing no impact. It is about helping 

land managers adapt to a beaver enriched world.
• Some costs of artificial river management can be re-directed.
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Exclusion fencing

Translocation

Maintaining water flow

Damming

Excavating

Feeding

Salmonid migration

Waterway bank defences

• Mitigation strategies:
o Management strategies for each identified risk
o Risk assessment

• Pre-emptive vs reactive management

• Risks of e.g. Damming (Watercourse / Beaver dam capacity 
model); Feeding (Habitat suitability, presence of crops & trees), 
Burrowing (topography, land use, flood risk)

• Monitoring - beaver presence / beaver activity; who; 



STAKEHOLDER FEASIBILITY (2019-20)

Community by 
meeting

Est 
attendance No forms

Affected 
mean

Support 
mean

Drop-in-day 10 3 4.00 4.00
Back from the brink 20 7 2.43 4.43
Friends of Durlston 40 14 3.00 4.86
Studland community 35 12 2.83 4.33
Corfe community 35 10 4.10 5.00

Stoborough community 60 6 1.50 5.00
Total av results 200 52 2.77 4.43

Landowners by area No
Affected 
mean

Support 
mean

Studland 3 3.00 4.67
Rempstone/Lower 
Corfe 13 3.62 3.42
Upper Corfe 11 3.27 3.09

Swan 5 1.20 4.00

Total av. results 32 2.77 3.80

• Farmers & landowners
• Residents
• Local councils & authorities
• Service providers
• Conservation groups

• Fishing clubs & businesses
• Visitors & land users
• Community groups
• Schools

Mapping stakeholder groups Stakeholder feasibility consultation

Key feedback

• Gradual approach with impacts considered
• Practical & financial, long-term support
• Collaborative approach



PHASED PROJECT - OVERVIEW

1. Little Sea  2. Purbeck Heaths NNR & surrounding land    3. Wider landscape  



Project development & planning 
Catchments, land use and features (natural / infrastructure / historic)
Impact assessments & management plans (ref migration & habitats)

Relevant historic features closer to 
waterways identified e.g. Sharford 

footbridge / stone sluice (lower Corfe River)



1. Licence application
2. Project Plan
3. Benefits & Risk Assessment 
4. Supporting figures/photos
5. Supporting documents
6. Additional follow up 

information as requested

2021 (gov policy change) 
March 2023 trial
March 2024 
April 2024 (new format)

Licence application
(Official version April 2024)



5th March: 2 pairs released in distinct territory areas

Jan 2024: 1 pair “bombed”



Licence conditions
• 1-12:   Roles & responsibilities; Project governance.
• 13-24: Release areas. Beaver numbers, source & health requirements. Pitt tags.
• 25-28: Trapping & translocation: Disease risk protocols, holding facility.
• 29-30: Releasing beavers: weather, pairs, disturbance.
• 35-38: Monitoring: Distribution, nos & health; Environmental & socio-economic
• 39-41: Managing beavers 
• 42-44: Comms & engagement agreed & delivered
• 45-47: Project termination / Exit strategy
• 48: Dead beavers; 49-50: Biosecurity & non-native species
• 51-54: Licence reporting & compliance requirements
• Annex 1: Authorised people; Annex 2: Project area; Annex 3: Monitoring & 

management plan; Annex 4: Stakeholder engagement plan; Annex 5: Exit Strategy





Eurasian Beaver New Release Area 
Registration Form  

 
 
GUIDANCE NOTES Please read the following notes carefully before completing this form in block capitals or type. It may 
be downloaded, completed on screen, and posted or emailed to Natural England (email is preferred). 
 

1. If you wish to change a Release Area named on your licence, or add a new Release Area, you must complete this 
form and email it to Natural England, together with an updated Figure 2 (the map of Release Areas submitted with 
your original application), at least 6 weeks before you intend to release the beavers. Natural England will need to 
assess the suitability of the Release Area and this may include undertaking a Habitats Regulations Assessment or 
SSSI assessment if required. If you are adding multiple new Release Areas Natural England may require more 
than 6 weeks and it is suggested you contact Natural England for advice before submitting this form. 

2. No beavers may be released in the new Release Area(s) until Natural England give their approval and an A69a 
Eurasian Beaver Registration Form has been sent to Natural England containing details of the beavers to be 
released.   

3. Emails should be sent to wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk. Please notify this email address as soon as possible 
about any changes to the information provided below. 

4. It is possible that a Natural England adviser will contact you for further information about the proposed release. 
5. If you fail to comply with the beaver release registration requirements, Natural England may decide not to renew 

your licence. Furthermore, failure to complete and submit a Beaver New Release Area Registration Form, before 
releasing beavers at a site not named on your licence, is a breach of the conditions of the licence and may mean 
that the licence cannot be relied upon, and an offence could therefore be committed. 

6. There is significant public interest in wildlife licensing and in those who benefit from receiving a wildlife licence. We 
may make information publicly available, for more information, please see our Privacy Notice. 

 

 
 
Part 1 – Project details 
 

Licensee Name       

Contact email address       

Contact telephone number(s)       

Project name         

Licence reference number        

 
 
Part 2 - New Release Area details 
 
Record details of any new Release Areas not listed in your licence in the table below.  Natural England will need 
to assess the suitability of the Release Area, so this information, along with an updated Figure 2 showing the 
location of all Release Areas, must be sent to Natural England at least 6 weeks before you intend to release 
beavers. 

 
Release Area 
name 

      

Grid reference       

Is this Release 
Area replacing a 
Release Area 
named on your 
licence? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☐ 

 
If yes, which Release Area do you no longer intend to use       
 

Do you have 
landowner 
permission? 

Yes ☐ 

No ☐ 

Eurasian Beaver Registration Form  

 

 

 
 
GUIDANCE NOTES Please read the following notes carefully before completing this form in block capitals or type. It may be 
downloaded, completed on screen, and posted or emailed to Natural England (email is preferred). 
 

1. It is a condition of all enclosed or wild beaver release licences that a Eurasian Beaver Registration Form is completed and 
sent to Natural England at least 5 working days before any licensed release of beavers. 

• If the beavers you are releasing have been taken, under licence, from the wild in England or Scotland, or from an 
enclosure in England, you do not need to wait for confirmation from Natural England that the release may proceed, as 
long as the beavers have been assessed to be healthy and in good body condition in accordance with the conditions 
of your licence.   

• If the beavers have been sourced from any other location, you must wait for confirmation from Natural England before 
releasing the beavers. 

2. Health screening reports must be submitted with this form. If more than one health screening report is submitted at a time, 
please include the beaver PIT tag number in the file name. 

3. Beavers must only be released at Release Areas named on your licence or at a Release Area agreed with Natural England 
following submission of an approved A69b Eurasian Beaver New Release Area Registration Form. 

4. Emails should be sent to wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk. Please notify this email address as soon as possible about any 
changes to the information provided below. 

5. You must also send details of beavers to be released to the beaver studbook at studbook@beavertrust.org within 5 days 
of the beavers being released. 

6. It is possible that a Natural England adviser will contact you for further information about the proposed release. 
7. If you fail to comply with the beaver release registration requirements, Natural England may decide not to renew your 

licence. Furthermore, failure to complete and submit a Beaver Registration Form is a breach of the conditions of the licence 
and may mean that the licence cannot be relied upon, and an offence could therefore be committed. 

8. There is significant public interest in wildlife licensing and in those who benefit from receiving a wildlife licence. We may 
make information publicly available, for more information, please see our Privacy Notice. 

 

 
Part 1 – Project details 
 

Licensee Name       

Contact email address       

Contact telephone number(s)       

Project name          

Licence reference number        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Eurasian beaver release report form 
 
Wildlife Licensing, Natural England, Horizon House, 
Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH 
Tel: 020 802 61089 
Email: wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 
Online: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences 

 

THIS REPORT FORM MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN 6 WEEKS OF THE RELEASE OF ANY BEAVERS 
INTO THE WILD OR INTO AN ENCLOSURE 

 

 

GUIDANCE NOTES Please read the following notes carefully before completing this form in block capitals or type. It may be 

downloaded, completed on screen, and posted or emailed to us (email is preferred). 
 
1. It is a condition of all beaver wild or enclosed release licences that a report is submitted to Natural England within 6 weeks of 

any beavers being released. This form can be used to report all releases at a single Release Area within any 6-week period. 
 
2. A separate beaver release report form should be used for each Release Area. 
 
3. A separate annual report must be submitted, using form A69.LR02, within 14 days of the anniversary of the licence and within 

14 days of the licence expiring. 

4. If you fail to comply with reporting requirements Natural England may decide to revoke or not to renew this licence. Furthermore, 
failure to complete and submit a report using this form is a breach of the conditions of the licence and may mean that the licence 
cannot be relied upon, and an offence could therefore be committed. 

5. It is an offence to provide false or misleading information. 

6. There is significant public interest in wildlife licensing and in those who benefit from receiving a wildlife licence. We may make 
information publicly available, for more information, please see our Privacy Notice.  

 

 
 

Customer details 

Licensee name David Brown 

Licensee email address David.Brown4@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Licensee telephone number 07768 864954 

Project name and licence reference 
number 

Purbeck Beaver Project: 2024-68196-SCI-SCI-1  

 

  

Changes to or new release areas:
Location, permission, description, beaver presence, 
designations

Notice of beaver releases 5+ days prior:
Beaver details, relationships, deaths/replacements, 
capture licence details

Report post release (within 6 weeks):
Beaver location update (if known), Deaths / sick / 
injured? Management interventions?

Annual report of all activities:
Steering group activities, reports & minutes
Project monitoring / evaluation / research
Actions taken to resolve conflicts
Communications / stakeholder engagement activities
Beaver monitoring e.g. welfare, dispersal, breeding, 
mortality
Current population
Funding & expenditure

Eurasian beaver release project annual report 
form 
 
Wildlife Licensing, Natural England, Horizon House, 
Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH 
Tel: 020 802 61089 
Email: wildlife@naturalengland.org.uk 
Online: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wildlife-licences  

THIS REPORT FORM MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ISSUE OR WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE EXPIRY OF ANY LICENCE TO RELEASE BEAVERS INTO 

THE WILD OR INTO AN ENCLOSURE 
 

 

GUIDANCE NOTES Please read the following notes carefully before completing this form in block capitals or type. It may be 

downloaded, completed on screen, and posted or emailed to us (email is preferred). 
 
1. It is a condition of all beaver wild or enclosed release licences that an annual report is submitted to Natural England each 

year, within 14 days of the anniversary of the issue of the licence and within 14 days of the licence expiring. The Report 
must give details of activities carried out in the preceding year under the authority of the licence. 

 
2. A separate report must be submitted, using form A69.LR01, within 6 weeks of any beaver being released into the wild or 

into an enclosure. 

3. If you fail to comply with reporting requirements Natural England may revoke or decide not to renew this licence. 
Furthermore, failure to complete and submit a report using this form is a breach of the conditions of the licence and may 
mean that the licence cannot be relied upon and an offence could therefore be committed. 

4. It is an offence to provide false or misleading information. 

5. There is significant public interest in wildlife licensing and in those who benefit from receiving a wildlife licence. We may 
make information publicly available, for more information, please see our Privacy Notice.  

 

 

Customer details 

Licensee name DAVID BROWN (APOOINTED PERSON) 

Licensee email address DAVID.BROWN4@NATIONALTRUST.ORG.UK 

Licensee telephone number 07768 864954 

Project name and licence reference 
number 

NATIONAL TRUST PURBECK BEAVER PROJECT: 2024-68196-SCI-SCI-1  

 

Action under licence  

Have you, or anyone acting under your authority, undertaken any activity under this licence during the period specified 
above?   

YES  ☒       NO  ☐     

 
If ‘YES’ please provide details on the tables overleaf 

 

Licence renewal 

Do you wish to renew this licence? (only complete this section if the licence has expired)  

YES  ☐       NO  ☐ 

Please ensure that you notify Wildlife Licensing of any changes to your contact details. 







Habitat structure & complexity 
across Little Sea habitats

Annual shoreline 
plant survey

Ongoing WLs, WQ, target species

Otter, otter pups & fishing for fish/eels

Pine Marten

Swimming 
badger



• Trapping & translocation 
from Swanage.

• WW Water Treatment 
Works fencing & 
burrows.

• Culvert grilling & debris 
management.

• Dam removal.

• Postponed peat 
restoration works.

• Post-mortem 
submission.

• CL51 training.

• CL50 annual reporting.

IMPACTS & MANAGEMENT





Ongoing community engagement



Thank you for listening 

Any questions?
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