National
Trust

Purbeck
Beaver
Project

Gen Crisford
Mar 2026

Credit: Pam Ballam -

- ey At



, b J il ;‘” s H/_&. N

s . SASLASENNS W g A
Beaver benefits for sometyt Natural processes in wetland habltats
_’ . , N .2"‘; TS L'mb L(&\ _,;,;;;way-'n.,q ‘,\\V, iy

Carbon sequestration

Carbon emission

Resilience: e.g., =3
g Droughts and floodlng =

n
substrate e _

Benefits for climate

v:‘i‘f\?‘ i

A Cultural VS blologlcal carrylng capaC|ty
been lost in the last 100 years, greatly ANGUIWeNUIUI ¢ WRt Uk qWec HYaqWReacl ¢cUqldl

Around 90% of UK wetland habitats have

contributing to losses in biodiversity. land managers adapt to a beaver enriched world.
A Some costs of artificial river management can be relirected.
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‘Welcome.To The Purbeck Heaths

(and Bay.

Purbeck beaver
project area

Purbeck is hometo an amazingrange of wildlife. In fact, you

can find more spedies here than anywhere else in the UK! —— drainage network N
Here are someof the top places to experience the best of 4| ] Phase 1 scope
what Purbeck hasto offer; ] Phase 2 scope

Ame, managedby the RSPB, hosts a wealth of wikiife in a rangeof habtats
1t bousts exemplary heathland as well as incredible views across Pooke Harbour
and Purbeck. Postcode. 8420 58

Birds of Poole Harbourhas a fartastc engagementcentre on Pooke Quay,
where you can find out all about the bird Me on the harbour, inchuding the
Osprey rermodacton project, Posteode BHIS ML
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Stoborough
Green

Brownsea Istand = cweed by the Natoral Trust and maragedn partrenip
with Dorset Wikiife Trust.it has a varkety of rich and diverse habeats it is

one of the Gst stronghokds for the red squirel and an Important stop off for
grating i nesting bedls, Posscode: 8H137EE

Corfe Castle's Castle View Visitor Cermtre, managediy the National Trust i a
perfact base for discoverng the wkifiower rich Purbeck challk ndge and anciers

Corfe Common. Postcode: BH20 SOR —

Duriston Country Park, managedby Dorset Coundl, has Brtastic coxstal Ridgenay

grasslandsabove cifs full of sea bads Rest here for 2 while and see if you can il
spot a chaiphin, Postcode: BH1921 gr\—l/—/ﬁ\J

Kimmeridgerus the Frie Foundation Wik Seas Centre, managedty Dorset Eﬁ/
am

Wikiife Trustand s a gatewayto the underseaworkd, rock pocls and a snorkel
trad 10 explore. Posacode: BM20 SPE
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Down URvell

e Ki eridge
Knoll Beach, Studiand is managedby the National Trust and has a rature me—y
nch shaliow sea and golden beaches. Behind the beach are wicke sand cunes thae
e home 10 many rare species such 2 the sand fzard. Postcode: BM4193AM Sl
wyr
- Lulworth Estate has rich coastal grassiandsyou Gan enjoy by walking the Head /
South Weax Coast Path between Luwonth Cove and Durdie Door. They are full ="
4 of wikdfiowers and butterfies in summer,andare great locations for spotting _ Worth gm
/' both resident and migratory coastal beds. Postoode: Lubworth Cove 820 SRQ) I? 0.75 1i5 ? K|Iomeler1 MatRy ! Snterhap, NASA, NGA, USGS, Esri UK, Esri TomTh!@afiin, Foursquare, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA,
¢ L1 L1 ountry Par

Poarcode: Durdle Door 8H20 SPU | 7 USGS




Beaver dam capacity
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A Risks of e.g. Damming (Watercourse / Beaver dam capacity A Mitigation strategies:

model); Feeding (Habitat suitability, presence of crops & trees), o Managementstrategies for each identified risk
Burrowing (topography, land use, flood risk) 0 Risk assessment
A Monitoring - beaver presence / beaver activity; who; A Pre-emptive vs reactive management

Translocation

N

Waterway bank defences.
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Excavating




STAKEHOLDER FEASIBILITY (2029)

Mapping stakeholder groups

A Farmers & landowners

A Residents

A Local councils & authorities
A Service providers

A Conservation groups

T>o T> T> T

Community by Est

meeting attendance No forms mean
Drop-in-day 10 3

Back from the brink 20 7
Friends of Durlston 40 14
Studland community 35 12
Corfe community 35 10
Stoborough community 60 6

Total av results 200 52

Affected Support

Landowners by area No mean  mean
Studland 3 3.00 4.67
Rempstone/Lower

Corfe 13 3.62 3.42
Upper Corfe 11 3.27 3.09
Swan 5 1.20 4.00
Total av. results 32 2.77 3.80

Fishing clubs & businesses
Visitors & land users
Community groups
Schools

Affected Support

mean
4.00 4.00
2.43 4.43
3.00 4.86
2.83 4.33
4.10 5.00
1.50 5.00
2.77 4.43

Stakeholder feasibility consultation

O months

20 task group 8 presentations 8 community
aumea stakeholder @ partner =a to external %information
engagement @-© organisations 6-o Organisations &/t cvents
Visits to Devon, 60 local 200 local local

7. residents e 8 o authorities

Scottish and Bavarian % g landowners r 22s
Re¥> beaver project sites. ﬁ contacted ~ presented to & cngaged
840fﬁcia| 7R\ mapped landowner ]50 people siglned v'lilnerable .
D * support within up to mailing sites assesse

% Eﬁfﬁbsad( \y/ prgjgct areas. list updates. tm:' for protection
independent early engagement '-.

N F member ”4} with the wider collaborative
opinion poll oo angling community communications

Key feedback

A Gradual approach with impacts considered
A Practical & financial, longterm support
A Collaborative approach



PHASED PROJEGIOVERVIEW
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p Management plan sites
O Pre-emptive
O Reactive

Q Noplan required

[nfrastructure assets
B Bridge - dirt path

Bridge - tarmac rd

Bridge - track

Culvert - dirt path

Culvert - garden

Culvert - tarmac rd

Culvert - track

Wet area - tarmac rd
Wet area - track

Wet crossing - dirt path
Wet crossing - tarmac rd

% % o0 000MNRRN

Wet crossing - track

BIDC & EA assets

2\ Bridge Infrastructure

Bridge culvert <900mm

Bridge-culvert-single cell >900mm and larger|
Bridge-vehicular-single span

Ditch

Regularly wet areas

Simple culvert

o
o
L]
o
L]
°
o
o

EA weirs

Dorset rights of way
New cycle route
Watercourse network
Drainage network
Phase 1

Phase 2

Relevant historic features closer to
waterways identified e.g.Sharford Sl
footbridge / stone sluice (lower Corfe River 0 0.75

Project development & planning

Catchments, land use and features (natural / infrastructure / histo
Impact assessments & management plans (ref migration & habit: ,

"3 Kilometers
@

Infrastruct

Studland water
treatment works
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PURBECK BEAVER PROJECT

. Stucland:

¥

Feasibility and project for the
of Eurasian Beavers (Castor fiber)

Version 1 - June 2022

David Brown, Land & Nature Programme Manager, Purbeck Estate




Licence application

7 - - 7 5F1 2024 Project ¢ F2 Benefits of 5F3-PURBECK  (2)F4 Stakeholder (=) F5 Wild
(Oﬁl CI aI Ve rS I O n Ap rl I 2 O 2 4 synopsis the Purbeck BEAVER Engagement Purbeck Letter
Beaver Project PROJECT Summary of support
©E1i Map - OEtii Map - OE2iMap - O ER2iiMap-P1 - OE2iii Map - P2 Summary ...
Infrastructure NNR habitats Release site Little Sea Snag Valley .
assets and summary
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) B e -
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) A N\
3 H H F6 Dorset OSFT Beavers O5F8 Species 5F9 Technical 5F10 MGMT
Llcence IAr)r)llcatu)n Form X ®Cat[hmem HRA draft annel:;( feasibility PLAN -
Partnerships report Studland and
Proposal for the conservation translocation of Eurasian beaver Letter of su.. Godlingston...
tCBSfOf ﬁber} O E2iv Map - P2 OE2v Map - P2 (D E3 Release site |(DE4 & E6 BHI model
e Release of Eurasian beaver Greenlands Rempstone photographs Funding_Timeli &

» Transport, possess, mark Eurasian beaver.

Wildlife Licensing

Alatiaral Comland

AN

X OF11MGMT OFI2MGMT  O9F13 Site
PLAN - PLAN - management
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) Hartland and Purbeck plan summary
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) EEEDGh e LEacANNE R Middlebere Heaths NN.. _
chart Beaver Group =
Licence Application Project Plan structure
Proposal for the conservation translocation of Eurasian beaver (Castor Conewmaps  Cworking files (D Annex 1 - OAHHEIS @ Annex 3 -
ﬁber) additional Upper Corfe Future
e Release of Eurasian beaver release sites consultation stakeholder
« Transport, possess, mark Eurasian beaver. engagement

Wildlife Licensing

AN

2021 (gov policy change)

: = X :
e e March 2023 trial
proposed monitoring or management activities
e O Annex 4 - O Annex 5 - () Benefits and MarCh 2024
'"r" * | Risk Name Categars Dezcription of rick Local context How will peopls be impacted? What elze will be impacted? "":mq BTy Hom =ill R Updated Revised Risk .
G e vt dmming landowner projectarea  Assessment - Ap ril 2024 (neW forn |at)
‘opportunityfor beavers. Fotentall
impacied hctahae hos been support map Purbeck Beav..
independently assessed priar to release. T
‘Whers apprapriate,
arilesttash soreens at culvert ends il assessed priot to elease. MoRoHing the
prevent beaver access and damming spread of beaver calonis.atian uil enable = = =
12R |Blocked culverts Undernesth 10ads, alouing for sasier debris timely decizians ta be mads regarding
The projeot area has been mapped for temoval at the edges. A reguiar protecting infastructure throughout the.
infrastructure including places whers water maintenance regime will be extablishedto project are Once cansidered to be within o
erozses 1oads and ascess paths, trough enzure that the grlles are checked reqularly t2ach of beaver terftories, a manitoring
culverts and bridgers. Stakeholders have and after 3 giilles are -
arisk water-levels sannot fise to within, 0.5 of chesked regularly and after any rainfal
Inrastrusture - | tely as “Beaver the road surface. Monitoring the spread of euents, il ensure that water-lewels cannat .
" ¥ Hood risk tod culuerts Under 1aads whers 3ppropriate. trauel bisiogics| features 2 v High beausr colonisation uil anabls el Low 1152t within 0.5 of the. 103 SUrFace. Reduce | auaid High
enzure protection against burraving i . .
Na maiar Hood defense infiastructure needed, Several tied and tested methads
enefits IS ssessmen
Burious and canals will only aoeur in lose () Feinfarced steel mesh grids inserted "
PrOAImINY o the watereourse, The flat and 100 3 ranch, dug Ko the banks.
ou-ying topography of the nitial project [b) Trench filled vith ravel # pea shingle. . .
Gatchments means beavers vill generally The shingle willcanstantl callaps inta any
Iodge build rather than burrow. There may holes a5 they appeat u O r I n I u res O 0 S
howswer be localized burrowing where [6.) & combination of 2 &b .
elevated banks do ooeur, 35 well 35 short (4] Large stones placed up against the
Ganals from the water's edge. Canals are banks, -
more lkelyin lacations where suitabls Faod [2.)Shestmatsl plates o heauy-duny uirs
Beaver canbe secessed uia anew eanal Canals meshinsenedinte the bank.
g | burowing - are openy uisible and 50 2asily auoided. This can be managed pre-smptively i =
_ propery & In particularly wuinerable looations, iled n advance of b ing]. o
infrastructure burrawing can be manitared for and resetively i has b release. L
managed. Risk and mitigation for the beavers do colonise the site]. Butrowing Monitoring the spread of be aver 6 A I tl O n a fO OW u
tisks
assessed separately: ] Damage to mitigation Shouid be imited to vUInerabie be made regarding facussed monitaring f -
property inkrastructure: (i) Damage to sitos where P the
il Fotpaths; (i) Injury ta the public; grester. project arés. Once consideted to be within - f t - t I
< > Table 1 Benefits Table 2 Risks Table 3 Other Routine M&M Dropdowns =F ) > I n O rl I l a I O n aS req u eS e
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e Guardian
Beaver releases into wild to be allowed

_in England for first time in centuries

Exclusive: Government to grant nature groups a licence for
release of rodent species after earlier setbacks

1)
ﬂl House Hotel

5t March: 2 pairs released in distinct territory afEassss

Contains data fr

L] 2 ~




Licence conditions

A1-12: Roles & responsibilities; Project governance.

A13-24: Release areas. Beaver numbers, source & health requirements. Pitt tags.
A25-28: Trapping & translocation: Disease risk protocols, holding facility.

A29-30: Releasing beavers: weather, pairs, disturbance.

A 35-38: Monitoring: Distribution, nos & health; Environmental & socieeconomic
A39-41: Managing beavers

A42-44: Comms & engagement agreed & delivered

A45-47: Project termination / Exit strategy

A48: Dead beavers; 4350: Biosecurity &non-native species

A51-54: Licence reporting & compliance requirements

AAnnex 1: Authorised people; Annex 2: Project area; Annex 3: Monitoring &
management plan; Annex 4: Stakeholder engagement plan; Annex 5: Exit Strategy






