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Benefits for nature

Image result for dorset flooding

Resilience: e.g., 
Droughts and flooding

Benefits for climate

Benefits for people

Beaver benefits for society ÷ Natural processes in wetland habitats

Water quality / 
nutrient mitigation

Å Cultural vs biological carrying capacity
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land managers adapt to a beaver enriched world.
Å Some costs of artificial river management can be re-directed.
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Exclusion fencing

Translocation

Maintaining water flow

Damming

Excavating

Feeding

Salmonid migration

Waterway bank defences

Å Mitigation strategies:
o Management strategies for each identified risk
o Risk assessment

Å Pre-emptive vs reactive management

Å Risks of e.g. Damming (Watercourse / Beaver dam capacity 
model); Feeding (Habitat suitability, presence of crops & trees), 
Burrowing (topography, land use, flood risk)

Å Monitoring - beaver presence / beaver activity; who; 



STAKEHOLDER FEASIBILITY (2019-20)

Community by 
meeting

Est 
attendance No forms

Affected 
mean

Support 
mean

Drop-in-day 10 3 4.00 4.00
Back from the brink 20 7 2.43 4.43
Friends of Durlston 40 14 3.00 4.86
Studland community 35 12 2.83 4.33
Corfe community 35 10 4.10 5.00

Stoborough community 60 6 1.50 5.00
Total av results 200 52 2.77 4.43

Landowners by area No
Affected 
mean

Support 
mean

Studland 3 3.00 4.67
Rempstone/Lower 
Corfe 13 3.62 3.42
Upper Corfe 11 3.27 3.09

Swan 5 1.20 4.00

Total av. results 32 2.77 3.80

Å Farmers & landowners
Å Residents
Å Local councils & authorities
Å Service providers
Å Conservation groups

Å Fishing clubs & businesses
Å Visitors & land users
Å Community groups
Å Schools

Mapping stakeholder groups Stakeholder feasibility consultation

Key feedback

Å Gradual approach with impacts considered
Å Practical & financial, long-term support
Å Collaborative approach



PHASED PROJECT - OVERVIEW

1. Little Sea  2. Purbeck Heaths NNR & surrounding land    3. Wider landscape  



Project development & planning 
Catchments, land use and features (natural / infrastructure / historic)
Impact assessments & management plans (ref migration & habitats)

Relevant historic features closer to 
waterways identified e.g. Sharford 

footbridge / stone sluice (lower Corfe River)



1. Licence application
2. Project Plan
3. Benefits & Risk Assessment 
4. Supporting figures/photos
5. Supporting documents
6. Additional follow up 

information as requested

2021 (gov policy change) 
March 2023 trial
March 2024 
April 2024 (new format)

Licence application
(Official version April 2024)



5th March: 2 pairs released in distinct territory areas

sċŰШΞΜΞΠаШΝШƓċŔƖШљĤŸůĤĲĬњ



Licence conditions
Å1-12:   Roles & responsibilities; Project governance.
Å13-24: Release areas. Beaver numbers, source & health requirements. Pitt tags.
Å25-28: Trapping & translocation: Disease risk protocols, holding facility.
Å29-30: Releasing beavers: weather, pairs, disturbance.
Å35-38: Monitoring: Distribution, nos & health; Environmental & socio-economic
Å39-41: Managing beavers 
Å42-44: Comms & engagement agreed & delivered
Å45-47: Project termination / Exit strategy
Å48: Dead beavers; 49-50: Biosecurity & non-native species
Å51-54: Licence reporting & compliance requirements
ÅAnnex 1: Authorised people; Annex 2: Project area; Annex 3: Monitoring & 

management plan; Annex 4: Stakeholder engagement plan; Annex 5: Exit Strategy




