
Core topics 

• Land uses and planning

regulations

• Building / demolition permits

• Environmental assessments

• Grazing rights

• Dam removal
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Key takeaways 

0 

0 
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Practitioners should obtain information on the 

land classification and permitted uses in the 

proposed area before taking any action. 

Generally, it is necessary to request a building/ 

demolition permit to undertake development 

works in a rewilded landscape. 

An environmental impact assessment may be 

required prior to any development works. In 

Natura 2000 sites, it may be necessary to 

undertake an appropriate assessment within the 

EIA procedure. 

0 

0 

Grazing rights can be obtained through an 

agreement, but they are subject to any existing 

pastoral agreements. 

The owner of a dam is responsible for all 

expenses related to the decommissioning and 

removal of the dam, as well as for making sure 

no damage is caused to neighbouring land or to 

the environment. 









of the urbanism certificate is established by the 

issuing authority, based on the importance of the 

respective area and of the investment. 

After the urbanism certificate has been issued, the 

practitioner will need to request the building / 

demolition permit. This permit is the document 

entitling its beneficiary to commence the intended 

works. 

The authority issuing the building / demolition 

permit sets the validity period of the permit, which 

may be up to a maximum of 24 months starting 

from its issuance. Within this period, the beneficiary 

must begin the intended works. If the works begin 

within the set term, the validity of the building 

permit is extended for the entire period of the 

intended works covered by the permit. 

The permit is issued within 30 days of the 

application (including requested documentation) 

being registered with the competent authority. In 

practice, there are several preliminary discussions 

with the authorities before submitting the 

application for the building permit, to ensure that 

the correct and complete documentation is 

submitted.8 

In case of demolition, decommissioning or 

dismantling, in whole or in part, of buildings and 

related installations, technological installations and 

equipment, closure of surface and underground 
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quarries and exploitations, as well as any other 

facilities, a demolition permit is required. The 

process for obtaining a demolition permit is similar 

to the one provided for obtaining a building permit. 

4.2 When is a building/ demolition permit 

required? 

Although rewilding should involve minimal human 

intervention, if a rewilding project involves urban 

development operations such as construction, 

demolition, change of land use, a building/ 

demolition permit may be required. 

Here are some examples that would require such 

procedure: 

• To install a cabin to be used for eco­

tourism. The Construction Law requires a

building permit for temporary constructions

such as cabins, kiosks, booths etc. This

requirement is mandatory irrespective of the

nature of the materials used to build such

cabin. In this case, the applicant would not

need to have a property right over the land,

but may obtain the building permit based on

the right to use the land (e.g. by means of a

location/lease agreement) and the

landowner's consent (for more information on

property rights, see Rewilding in Romania:

Obtaining and Protecting Wild Land);

• Putting up or removing fences of any

kind;

• Converting agricultural buildings into a 

visitor/ education centre: a building 

permit would be required if the change of use 

would entail construction works for which the 

law requires such permit; or

• Creating a camping site with a few log 
cabins. 
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5.3 

both ecosystem functions and wild flora and 

fauna; and 

• Introduction of alien species. The EIA serves

to assess the impact on native species of

flora and fauna, listed under Annex 4A and

4B of GEO 57/2007 (e.g. species of

community or national interest, such as

brown bear, wild cat, bison, moss).

How to determine whether an EIA is 

required? 

There are certain criteria considered by the EPAs 

when assessing whether a project is subject to an 

EIA, such as: 

• Characteristics of the projects

size and design of the project; 

use of natural resources, especially soil, 

land, water, and biodiversity; 

- amount and types of waste

generated/managed;

- pollution and other negative effects;

- risks of major accidents and/or disasters

relevant to the project; and

- risks to human health (e.g., due to

contamination or pollution);

• Location of the projects
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current and approved land use category; 

and 

availability, quality, and capacity of 

regeneration of natural resources; 

• Types and characteristics of the potential

impact

the importance and spatial extent of the 

impact (e.g. the geographical area and 

size of the population that may be 

affected); 

the nature, including the cross-border 

nature, of the impact; and 

the intensity and complexity of the impact, 

etc. 

5.4 The EIA procedure 

All projects subject to an EIA before their approval, 

shall apply to the competent EPA to issue 

environmental approval, which is the document 

produced as a result of the EIA procedure. 

The EIA procedure is composed of the following 

stages: 

• Preliminary evaluation stage: this phase

aims to determine whether the project's

location is identified in relation to protected

natural areas and whether the project is

situated on or connected to water.

• Framing stage: in this phase, all documents

which were submitted by the applicant are

analysed and public consultations are

conducted. In the end, the competent EPA

shall decide, whether the project requires an

EIA; if an EIA is not required, the procedure

ends.

• Scoping stage: the competent EPA decides

the scope of the EIA, meaning it lays out what

needs to be covered in the EIA Report to be

prepared by the applicant (the EIA Report

8 























Contact Us 

More information about rewilding and the issues addressed in this guidance note is available on 

The Lifescape Project and Rewilding Europe websites. 

If you have any queries, please contact: 

Elsie Blackshaw-Crosby Catarina Prata 

E: elsie.blackshaw@lifescapeproject.org E: catarina.prata@lifescapeproject.org 
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